Introductory
without paying the price for it. And there can, in the
light of the post-war years, be no possibility of mistaking
what that price is.
To put it briefly, that price is the war of creeds.
Established expectations become armed philosophies, and
they go out to do battle with one another. Men whose
feet are set on the path of war, whether internal or ex-
ternal, do not speak the same language; how then can
they hope to understand one another? To assume, in this
kind of atmosphere, that they will accept as "binding
and sacred" principles so delicate as those upon which
the conventions of the British Constitution rest is to go
contrary to everything we know from historic experience.
In the circumstances we confront, what they do is either
to suspend the conventions—a direct challenge to those
whose hopes depend upon their continuing operation;
or they retain their form while altering the spirit which
lies behind that form. In Great Britain, it is the latter
danger by which we are threatened. Political parties feel
the strain of the pressures to which they are subjected.
They seek as best they can the formulae of peaceful
adjustment. They emphasize the special character of our
conditions; they urge us to remember that violent solu-
tions are out of accord with the national genius of the
people. But the sense of strain is there; and its appease*
ment depends upon the arrest of that deterioration of
the world-position which the wisest of national statesmen
are not, of themselves, in a position to secure.
Peace, in fact, depends upon our ability to bring the
relations of production into a new harmony with the
forces of production. That new harmony means, as in
the past it has always meant, a wholesale invasion of the
privileges built upon vested interests. They have to be
persuaded or coerced into giving way. And, historically,
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